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I.—Forerren Porirics, , 


THE Sanjivant ne hl the 28th — requests the Government 
a j of India to stop the emigration of Indian coolies 

vote nee: ee to South Africa, also to expel ignominiously any 

one from South Africa entering India, and generally to cut off all relations 

between India and South Africa. Then alone will the arrogant Boer and 

Briton of South Africa be brought to their senses. oe 

2 From the Asiatic Ordinance recently passed by'the Transvaal Govern- 
The Asiatic Ordinance. ment, it is clear to the Hharat Mitra [Calcutta] 


is quite unable to protect or do the least good to the people of India, and 
that their voice is not listened to anywhere. 
& The Datly Hitavadi omg og of wg st Fn wn remarks what a great 
ae | shame it is to Englishmen that while any and 
a every white man may come to Jndia and bea 
disposer of her destinies, Indians in the Transvaal should not be able to 
live in the towns, or walk on the foot-paths. It is a greater shame that 
Indians should silently bear this humiliation of their countrymen abroad, _ 
4. The Datly Hitavadi ‘gps! ~ = ine ao writes that a 
| ; treaty between England and Russia has been drawn 
pes on Same up, which is awaiting signature by the representa- 
tives of the two Powers, pending a reference on certain points to the Amir 
andto China. This suggests that the treaty has relation to the question of 
Russia in Central Asia and the invasion of India. No matter what the 
terms of the treaty may be, will the Government of India’s fear of Russia 
diminish? Or will the burden of India’s military expenditure go on 
increasing steadily ? | 
5. Referring to the Government of India’s report to the Secretary 
tai snitietes takin ‘wii On of State for India on the opium question, the 
opram trade with Ghins- —- Basumati [Calcutta] of the 30th March ironically 
observes that if the English, after throwing the opium peo into the Yellow 
Sea, were to gain the right of flooding China with English whisky and beer, 
then the opium question would be very satisfactorily solved, indeed ? 
6. Referring to the articlé in a recent issue of the Statesman on the 
: agitation for self-government in Egypt, the 
ane Rn eee. Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 80th March asks :— 
If the British Government really wants the Egyptians to be a free 
people, why does it not grant them a Parliament? It would be hard to make the 
gyptians understand that they would be slaves if subjected to the rule of 
Turkey, and a free people if placed under the rule of England. True, that 
the Egyptians will get self-government when they make themselves fit for 
it, but no period is fixed as to when they may be so considered. It is very 
difficult for a subject people to be fit for self government in the eyes of 
Englishmen. Why, says the journal, we are almost a hundred and fifty years 
in India, still we are far from being considered fit for the purposes of local 
self-government. 
7. The civilized European policy as exhibited in the Morocco affair 
: is, aceording to the Hindi Baugavass Lisioatie | of 
ene Memnevy oi. the Ist April, “‘ We shall do with you what we like. 


Should you object, you will be ruined.” 


1].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police, 


8, The Mihtr-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 22nd March, adverting to the 
‘gee - question of disputes between Hindus and Musal- 
Tnakdontg ot Rumastbal mans in Kumarkhali in Nadia, writes that the 
Hindus have madé it a point on which they are not prepared to yield, that 
they will not stop music while passing magids in procession. How in that 
case can God-fearing Musalmans perform worship? _Musalmans are going to 
be prevented from the effectual observance of namaz and korbant through the 
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oppression of their influential Hindu neighbours. It would seem that Hindu 
oppression will convert this country into a Dar-ul-harb. ‘Ferrible mischief will 
timately ensue unless the authorities attend to this question in time. a 
9, In connexion with the incidents noticed in paragraph 5 of the Report on 
— cities Native Papers for the week ending the 23rd Febru- 
ee ary, the same paper reports that Babu Satyendranath 
Ray, Deputy Magistrate, inquired into the matter on the spot and made the 
Ilindus award pecuniary compensation to the Musalmans who had _ been 
injured. And in commenting on this action of the Deputy Magistrate, the 
paper remarks that the order to grant compensation shows that the allegations 
were true. Why, then, did the Deputy Babu take upon himself to decide this 
case, a8 setiing fire to house, granary, etc., is an offence triable only by a 
Sessions Court? The Hindus have been encouraged by the decision of the 
Deputy Magistrate into committing further oppressions on the Musalmans 
since then, such as refusing them the use of the water of certain tanks, etc. 
10. A correspondent of the Solian [Calcutta] of the 22nd March alleges 
_ that Babu Annada Nath Ray and Kinkari Nath 
ant hae” two zamim- Ray, zamindars of Dubalhati in Rajshahi, on the 


| occasion of the last Bakr-Id, through the agency 
of their amia, dissuaded certain Musalmans of the village of Paikpara (near 


Dubalhati) from attending worship at the correspondent’s house as usual, 
because a cow was to be sacrificed that day. They have also since then 
committed many further acts of oppression in this connexion. | 
It is further ‘alleged that one Maja Mandal was, for having attended 
a feast at a relation’s house during the three days of the Bakr-Id, fined 
Rs, 25 by the same zamindar, and also ordered to eat cow-dung. ga 
11. A correspondent from Bogra writes to the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the: 
23rd March that on the 16th idem, in the local 
Theatre Hall, amidst a large crowd composed of 
numerous students and others, a daroga of the Sadar thana, Raj Kumar Roy 
by name, publicly kicked with his booted legs and struck thrice with a cane 
the doctor of the local Government Hospital, named Badruddi Shaheb. It 
appeared that the daroga had lost his temper because Badruddi Shaheb had 
in public familiarly placed his hand on his body while accosting him with the 
words, ‘‘ Well, daroga Babu, I hope you are well.” Thereupon the students 
resent showed some signs of excitement, which Gokul Babu, a local Deput 
Magistrate , and one of the audience, kept in check until aid he had sent for in 
the shape of a contingent from the police reserve arrived, and suddenly enterin 
the hall, began laying about freely with their /athis, devoting special attention 
to the students, one of whom, only 15 years of age, was so severely wounded 
that his recovery is uncertain. By this time, the audience and the students had 
recovered from their surprise and were thinking of paying back the police in its 
own coin, when Mr. J. N. Gupta appeared on the scene and restored quiet by 
persuasion. Gokul Babu, the Deputy Magistrate alluded to, is the son of one 
who has been at the same station as Inspector of Police for seven or eight 
ears. 
4 12, With reference to the recent theft at the Anti-Circular Society’, 
premises, the Datly Hitavadi | Calcutta | of the 27th 
March writes that to its knowledge there are many 
thieves amongst the police employés in Calcutta, and people therefore suspect 
that this burglary was committed at the instigation of the police with the 
object of injuring an organisation which has stood in the forefront of the 
swadesht agitation People no longer have their old faith in Government, and 
that is why some suspect the complicity of high-placed officials in this 
connexion. 
13, The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 28th March publishes a letter 
complaining that numerous terrible dacoities have 
been committed on different occasions during the 
last month at and near Mulajore, but the police have not yet attended to this 
matter. The people are almost in a panic. 
14. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 28th March writes that the object of 
: ' the meeting at Shahbhag (Dacca), where the 
The Nawab Gelimalls. Nawab Salimulla lately spoke, is now clear. Does 
not Government think that this action of the Nawab’s carries with it a risk of 


Incidents at Bogra. 


The Anti-Cireular Society. 


Crime at Mulajore. 
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stirring up racial ill-will between Hindus and Musalmans? The inaction of 
Government in this connexion is leading people to think that Government is 
carefully supporting the Nawab Salimulla and advancing 14 lakhs of money 
to him, because it desires to see Hindus and Musalmans weakened by enmity 
with each other. 


15. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 29th March says that the loot of Mogra , Simmers 

Bazar in Tippera originated as follows :— en 
The village of Maniardi is inhabited by low- 

class Muhammadans of a turbulent character, 

These Muhammadans established a market at Maniardi, but it did not prove a 

success. ‘This failure angered the Muhammadans, who attributed it to the 

Hindus. The Muhammadans remained quiet, but their attitude changed 

during the Fullerian régime. ang 4 felt that they would not be punished if 

they oppressed the Hindus, The Nawab of Dacca was on their side, what then 

need they fear? The Subdivisional Officer of Brahmanbaria, with Fuzlar 

Rahman, the Sub-Inspector of Police, and 100 chaukidars, arrived on the scene, 

The Muhammadans were not afraid to see this display of force. They began 

to throw brickbats on Hindu shop-keepers and brought many Jathis from the 

cu‘tcherry of the Raja of Tippera by force. But the Subdivisional Officer and 

the Sub-Inspector did nothing to protect the Hindus, beyond asking them to go 

to their homes. The feringhs District Superintendent arrived at the railway 

sation the next day, but could not venture out, and remained within the railwa 

compound. This encouraged the rowdy Muhammadans, who made a tremend- 

ous row near the station. But the feringht lord of the police did nothing. 


~ The Hindus of Maniardi lost all heart and tried to defend themselves as 
best they could. One chaukidar was severely belaboured, but the police 
took no notice of him. Throughout the whole of Wednesday the villagers were 
in fear of their lives. 


Next day the District Magistrate himself went to Maniardi and heard 
every Hindu say that it was at the instigation of Fuzlar Daroga that the 
Muhammadans had grown so unruly, and some even said that he was the 
ringleader, ‘On Wednesday some passers-by were beaten and plundered. Four 
Hindus were kept confined for the whole day and night, and were released the 
next day after being severely thrashed. Some boats belonging to fishermen 
were sunk, ‘The authorities seem crestfallen, while Fuzlar Rahman is trying 
his utmost to shift the whole responsibility on to the Hindus. a 


16. Referring to the appointment of a committee to enquire into the arvana, 

ee lite, eek | recent disturbances at Comilla, the Aitvartqa March sist, 1907. 
o womans cgearpeance® [Calcutta] of the 3lst March observes that the 

uestions which should be first enquired into are, first, why has there been a 

isturbance at all; secondly, why no timely precautions were taken by the 

officials. The journal fears that no such enquiry is being held. Will His 

Excellency take notice of this? . 


17. A correspondent of the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 30th March = siscvuss, 
iii ™ writes fet wild nears are destroying po lg and Merch s0th, 1907. 
Ctlon Of sugar-cane snd = geys in Basudha, Bhangal and other villages 
Dey We ene 4 fsa Sf oh of the Shean district. The . 
raiyats can do nothing to save their crops, as they have no fire-arms. This is a 
woful spectacle, the direct outcome of the Indian Arms Act, which has 
deprived poor people of their means of self-defence. 


18. The Bangavast (Calcutta| of the 30th March is receiving reports = xs, yesyasr 
of thefts and dacoities from’ various different March soth, 1907. 
; places, including thefts of paddy and riee in the 

village of Amadpur near Memari in Burdwan. 


19, The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 3rd April writes that at Mymensingh, , nw, a. 
in Gites a aan after 11 o’clock at night on Sunday, a large = ain sra, 1907. 4a 
“oes number of low-class Musalmans in bands created ; 


. i all over the town, without any interference whatever from the 
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(b )— Working of the Courts. oS oo 


20. With referrence to the incident which lately took place at Allahabad 
| 2 : between the local District Magistrate and the Editor 
| The Ostiogn of Altehabed. of the Citizen newspaper and the official statement in 
connexion therewith in the Provincial Council, the Datly Hitavads {Calcutta } of 
the 26th March eomplains of the increase in the number of mistakes like this 
amongst civilians nowadays and of the failure of the superior officials to take 
roper corrective notice of such mistakes, The paper further inquires what 
find of impression of official justice the peblic will form from the silence of the 
Secretary to Government on the subject as to why the Magistrate refused a 
copy of the explanation. 
~~" 21, Referring to the admission ‘by the Local Government regarding the 
_ * conduct of the Magistrate of Allahabad towards the 
tente , Citizen end the Magis Editor of the Citizen, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 
ee 3lst March has nothing more to say, except that the 
Magistrate committed the mistake deliberately. 
22. In noticing the allegations recently made before the District 
| Magistrate at Dacca by Babu Amar Chand Laha, 
Ring Pe og : = — of the Sheristadar of the Local Judge’s Court, and the 
lite action of the Magistrate in lightly dismissing those 
allegations on the strength of a police report that it was all a Hindu huzug 
(a got-up affair with a view to create a sensation), the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of 
the 28th March writes that if the allegations against a man of the eminence of 
the Hon’ble Saiyad Nawab Ali Chaudhury are true in any the least respect, the 
matter is most disgraceful. And it is the attitude of these Magistrates which is 
making the Hindus think that there is no law for them under British rule. __ 
23. The Daily Hitavadé [Calcutta] of the 30th March writes that the 
ea of the Magistrate convicting two Hindu 
students at Kisorganj of having done mischief to 
two packages of foreign liquor belonging to a local wine merchant, delivered 
on the 27th March, came as a surprise even to the Government Pleader whe 
appeared for the prosecution. Nobody had thought that the lads would be 


A case at Kisorganj. 


convicted. Anyway, the boys themselves were undismayed at their punishment 
and sang national songs while on their way from court to hajat. 
24, The Basumats Sag) he the 30th March writes that Babu Jagadis 


oe _ Chandra Goswami, second Munsif of Bajitpur, has 

pur? “cond Munsif of Bajit- been giving great trouble to the pleaders, witnesses 
: and the parties to suits who appear in his court, 
The District Judge was moved to take notice of his conduct, and this has made 
him more violent than before. As a consequence, the pleaders have been forced 
to give up practising in his court. The attention of the authorities is drawn to— 
the matter. : 


25. Referring to the punishment of the Punyjabee, the Bharat Mitra 

oe _  (Caleutta] of the 80th March, in a letter over the 

an [eo aga of the Editor sionature of a fictitious person named Sir Sambhu 
| Surma, observes as follows :— Z 


When a prison which is a fit place for the thief, cut-throat and the robber 
is made to receive gentlemen, educated persons and those who are well-wishers 
of their country, one should think that the place derives. honour from. their 
presence and that God’s special grace has descended on it. The people should 
therefore give up all grief and with hands raised towards heaven pray that no 
thief or other criminal may henceforward enter its gate, but that it should 
henceforward be the retreat of: those who are really the well-wishers of their 
country, those who protect the weak from being trampled down by tha. strong, 
those who point out the mistakes and weakness of the officials, and those who 

ive wholesome counsels to the Government. When our rulers send us to jail 

or speaking the plain truth, we should accept it as a spegial grace of God and 
consider the handcuffs on the wrists of our innocent countrymen as golden 
ornaments. If the Most High has not the power to endow our rulers with 
good sense, we pray that He may at least save us from evil paths and give us 
strength to bear the hardships of the jail for a right cause. 


~~ 
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(d)— Education. 
26. Babu Santosh Chatarji, Professor, Chittagong College, and member 
A etiaiee of the Managing and General Committee of the 


Banari English School, writing to the Sanjtvans 
eerescra) of the 28th March, contradicts the allegations which appeared in the 


SaNSIVANI, 
March 28th, 1907, 


anjivant regarding Mr. Stapleton’s interference with the management of the — 


Banaripara School in favour of Musalmans. 

| 27. The same paper writes ~ the mere abolition of fees Phy not oe 
in any large increase in the number of students 
eh cexeseeagaceense seeking primary education. If the lads have to 
be fed, clothed and housed by the State, in wealthy England, the necessity for 
these things is all the greater in India. But one has misgivings about the 
opinion which Sir A. Fraser will give on this scheme of free primary education, 

seeing that His Honour cannot tolerate free schools. _ a 
28. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 30th lon = that 5s a 2S 
erratum accompanied Mr. Marsden’s ‘* Reader for 
shone Middle Classes in Bengal,” pointing out only eight 
out of the many mistakes with which the book abounded. And a fresh edition, 
with all the errors corrected, was promised.to be published soon As a matter 
of fact, however, not only has no new corrected edition been published, but the 
erratum also has disappeared from the copies of the book which are now being 


sold. | | 
29. The same paper offers the following 


Tho Entrance Examination, | CTiticisims of the question-papers in the recent 
Entrance Examination :— 


(1) In the first paper on English literature, the portion of the third 
question concerned with ‘‘ Spirit of chivalry,’ parts C and D of 
the fifth question, portions dealing with ‘‘ Rebecas of Scripture,” 
and ‘‘ the Wars of the Fronde” in the seventh question are not 
such as average Entrance students may well be expected to answer. 

(2) The questions were too many. : 

(3) The Bengali of the first portion of the second paper in English was 

| inelegant. 

(4) The translation paper from English was most difficult, 

(5) The questions on antes seem to have been set with the object 

of making as many students get plucked as possible. 


(6) There was a misprint in the Sanskrit paper, which puzzled many of 


the examinees seriously. 


(6)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


30. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th March writes that the road 
reas constructed from the Road Cess Fund, between Kola 
Wanted repairs to sroad. = =8=4nd Gopalnagar vid Borodangi in Midnapore, is 

badly in need of attention from the District Board. 

31. A correspondent of the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 29th March 


writing from Teghuria-‘Sodepur in the 24-Parga- © 


Cholera st Teghuria-Sodepur. nas district, reports that cholera has appeared in the 


neighbouring village of Chandpur, where the poor people are dying for want 


of medical treatment. eee 

82. Referring to the proposal of the Municipal Commissioners of the 
ts otek tik be tail Delhi Municipality to levy taxes on the necessaries 
ee Oe ee of life, the Bharat. Mitra [Calcutta] of the 30th 
March invites their attention to such articles of luxury as the gramophones,, 
motor cars and foreign-made toys, etc., which, can very well be taxed ; but, 
the paper observes, the Municipalities generally have members _who, being 

themselyes above want, feel no scruple to cut the food-supply of the poor. 


(9)—Ratheags and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


88. The Bangaraina [Ranaghat] of the 20th March says that passengers 

ae by the No. 1-up train on the Eastern Bengal State 
pion ward oe the Eastern “Railway, as well as those by the No. 2-down train, 
— are much inconvenienced owing to the stoppage 
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of an hour or so at the Poradah station, apparently without any reason, The 
Railway authorities should so arrange the timings that this inconvenience may 

be removed. | 
Passengers to and from Krishnagar and Ranaghat do not like to travel by 
the trains on the narrow gauge. As the times of departure of both the narrow 
and broad gauge trains are almost the same, they naturally prefer the 

latter. ‘The timings of narrow gauge trains should therefore be changed. 

Daity Hrvavan}, 384. The Daily Hitavadt Calcutta] of the 27th March writes that while 
March 27th, 1907. ‘ous ineiii * the sanctioned annual grant for railways is found 
ah sematiens wneus wholly spent at the end of each year, of the grant 
for irrigation works, which is in comparison much less in amount, officials find 
it impossible to spend more than three-fourths at the year’send. Officials show 
so much zeal in railway construction because railways facilitate English 
commerce, whereas irrigation works only facilitate agricultural operations by 
the Indians, and therefore officials do not find it in their hearts to spend money. 

freely on them. : 


(h)—General. 


theeaniven, 35. The Khulnavasi [Khulna] of the 16th March suggests the opening of 
March 16th, 190, oe ee _ @ new subdivision at Kaliganj in Khulna com- 
wa ee pened of the .thanas of Kaliganj, Shamnagar, 
ebhatta, Asasuni and Budhatta. Or, it is further 
suggested that the three thanas of Kalaroa, Satkhira and Tala or with the 
Budhatta thana also thrown into the Satkhira subdivision, a regrouping of sub- 
divisional charges may be made, so that each may consist of four thanas. 
Two Munsifs might then continue at Satkhira, and the third Munsif and the 
temporary fourth Munsif (made permanent) may be posted to Kaliganj, 
Minre-0-SuDHAKAR, 86. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar |Calcutta] of the 22nd March writes that 
——— ee Musalman litigants in Bhola (and they are the 
“- ahi Abdel jm® Deputy overwhelming majority of litigants there) are well 
satisfied with their present Deputy Magistrate, 
Maulvi Abdul Aziz, against whom the local Hindu lawyers are manufacturing 
charges in the press, because their pockets have been affected by the decrease 
in litigation amongst Musalmans which the Maulvi has brought about, and 
also because the Maulvi has put a stop to the Hindu oppression on Musalmans: 
in connexion with the swadeshs agitation. 
MinrnoSupmamar, = 37, Qn the subject of the late riots at Comilla town, the same paper 
The late incidents at Comilla. Writes that there was a conspiracy in which the 
Hindu railway employés were concerned to wreck 
the special train in which the Nawab Salimulla travelled to Comilla. Further, 
as the procession escorting the Nawab was passing through the streets of that 
town, a broomstick was shown up from a Hindu house, and when the Nawab’s — 
carriage approached the house, a stone missile came from its second storey 
which narrowly missed hitting the Nawab. The next morning, the Hindus 
brought a number of false charges of assauit, trespass and Joot, but they could 
not produce a single man with any marks on his body. Next, while. the 
meeting was in progress, a handbill emanating from the Hindus came, in 
which the Musalmans were told, if they intended presenting an address to 
the Nawab, to write that address in the blood which was coming out of the 
‘wounds they had received, Khan Bahadur Nawab Ali Chaudhury thereupon 
addressed the meeting, enjoining them to remain quiet and to disregard this 
provocation. Just before the evening of the same = Musalmans were passing 
the streets singing songs in procession, because it was unsafe for them to stir 
abroad. in twos or threes, so oppressive had the Hindus become. At night, an 
old man named Komr-ud-din of Hiltipara was, while coming to Comilla, 
waylaid and severely assaulted by a party of Hindus, so much so that he got 
a wound 4 inches deep on his right arm. Further, he lost his senses for a time, 
and during this period of insensibility, he lost a 15-year old grandson who 
was accompanying him and whom he has not yet found again. A Musalman 
shop-keeper was suddenly struck on the head by a flying piece of stone. 
A number of Hindus, to show that these outrages were the work of Musalmans, 
had gone out to commit acts of lawlessness with the Turkish head-dress on. 
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In the dark, these men laid about freely on all they came across. The 
attitude of the police is most regrettable, since they are said to be secretl 
assisting the Hindus. The murder case should not be inquired into by the’ 
local police. ) 
he paper concludes by pointing out that the Hindus have been 
emboldened by their unchecked career of success in the anti-partition and 
boycott agitation now to preach openly swaray, Benyalis can no longer well 
be taunted with being a timid people, since they can now wiel lathis, 
uplift hands against a District Superintendent of Police, throw missiles at 
a District Magistrate, shoot Musalmans with a gun, and procure the removal 
from office of a Lieutenant Governor. It is the impression that Government 
can do nothing, because it cannot get these people within the four corners of 
the law, that is doing all the mischief. - Peace cannot be preserved: in the 
country if the law is to be observed in times even of rebellion. Furthermore, 
different kinds of sounds are heard in the town at different times of night. 
What this means one does not know, but it reminds one of the Macedonian 
revolt. It will not be at all strange if a big flame is suddenly lighted up, 
If Government does not assist the Musalmans now, they will be killed whether 
they go against the Hindus or against Government. The thought is 
stupefying. © 
38. With reference to the incidents at Brahmanbaria and Comilla, the 
siietiiains sitll Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 2nd April writes that 
ee it is a belief which has firmly become impressed 
on the minds of the Hindus that the Government is encouraging the 
low-class Musalmans, - . 
89. <A correspondent of the Soltan [Calcutta] of the 22nd March speaks 
of the inconvenience which is felt because of the 
abseuce of a branch post-office at Duhalia in 
Sunamganj in Sylhet, the nearest existing office being situated 2 or 23 miles 
off and a place being a steamer station and possessing a Middle English and & 
irls’ school. 3 
fe 40. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th March writes that it is a 
Ae _ serious anomaly that a newspaper which weighs 
, Postage for newepapers in § tolas should have to pay the same postage as 
ndia. “ere” : | | 
| one weighing 2 or 3 tolas; that a paper the 
annual subscription of which is Rs. 8 should pay Rs. 4-12 per year for postage. 
In England postage is never charged which amounts to more than half of the 


Wanted a new post-office, 


annual subscription of a town edition of a ways erg But in India a 


newspaper sold for a rupee a year in town has to be sold at least for Rs, 1-13 
in the mufassal, More therefore has to be paid to the post-office than comes 
to the pockets of the conductors of the paper. This is a serious hindrance to 
any increuse in the cireulation of newspapers in India. 

41, The same paper writes that the peon in the Gupagram post-office 
does not often personally deliver letters, etc, to 
| the addressees, but leaves them to little children 
he may come across to distribute. The letter-boxes are not regularly opened 
and money-orders, etc., are not promptly delivered. ae 

42, The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 23rd March publishes a letter statin 
that the general run of agriculturists have benefite 
by the rise in the prices of paddy and rice, and it 
is the landless labourer and the middle-class man with no land or with only 
a small piece of land who have suffered most from it. ¥ 

43. The same paper has the following :— | 

We beseech you, O Englishman, conceal from 

. An exhortation to Englishmen yiow that all-devouring aspect of thine charac- 
{00d grant With the export of teristic of a Banta. Itisintolerable! Does it not 
break the heart and press the life out to see our 

. dear friends die for want of food before our eyes, while your foreign 
merchants are robbing them of their mouthfuls of food by carrying away 
the grains under the pretext of free trade? Is not the sight truly heart- 
rending? When we see our people with their bared cheek-bones, attenuated 
chins and frames reduced to mere skeletons, prostrate themselves under your 
feet and shout “Give us food, O give us food,” while you only grimly laugh 


A postal complaint. 


Prices of rice and paddy. 
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at them and continually try to dismiss the matter by replying, ‘cIt ig 
nothing, nothing,’—pray tell us honestly what words we should emplo 
in order to “bless” you. We say,.therefore, for your own good, if you do 


not want to be consumed by the heated breath of the afflicted, do you even 
now screen from view that form of thine, that all-devouring form of the 
shop-keeper. | | pt 

Scarcity of food drives a man mad, and what cannota madman do? 
Don’t you remember the bitter fruit of the people’s distregs, the terrible French 
Revolution ? 

_ If.it is worth your while to save the country and its people, give up your 

indifference. Do you try to reduce the price of food-grains, and don’t let your 
shop-keeping instinct get the better of you. 
_. QO -whata horror! how terrible and unearthly! This can never be the 
benign form of benevolent rulers of men, but it is the fearful portrait of a 
demon, a Rakshasa or an annihilator sword in hand and as ominous as a 
comet. O Englishman, this thy blood-sucking likeness we can no longer 
bear to see. Shut up from our view this hideous image of thine. 

44, The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 26th March says that the Govern- 
ment has been alarmed at the miserable condition 
of the lower classes who are dying for want of 
food, and has therefore set itself to improve agriculture by scientifie methods, 
so that the interests of the Europeans may be served and at the same time 
the lives of the native labourers may be saved. This testifies to their far- 
sightedness and shrewd policy, but by no means to their sympathy. The 
sympathy and generosity of white people consist only in words of mouth. : 

45. The Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 26th Murch writes that, thanks 
to the sucking policy of Government in arbitrarily 
fixing the amount of the land-tax, the condition of 
all parts of India, except Bengal, has become most lamentable. There is no 
way of saving the lives of the poor people of India, except by a reform of the 
terrible and blameworthy policy of Government in this matter. 

46. Referring to the official reply in Council to a question lately put 

: | regarding section 17 of Act V of 1861, the same © 
sthpeointment of special con- Haner writes that the defectiveness of this section 
sp | has been proved by the way in which authority 
under it was abused some time agoin Eastern Bengal. How could Govern- 
ment refuse what Mr. Bose asked for on such a curious ground as that adduced 
by Mr. Carlyle? Was it consistent with justice? If Bengal had remained 
undivided, Mr. Carlyle could not have said what he bas said. And yet some 
would say that partition has done Bengalis no harm. Alas for English love of 
justice and for Western love of truth. It marks the beginning of a course, 
which will end when the English shall have given up the exercise of all the 
kingly virtues. | | 
47. With reforence to the grant sanctioned for improvements to 
ean + ees the ball-room at Belvedere, the Daily Hitavads 
© DEN EOOM EONS“ TCaleutta] of the 27th March writes that Sir A. 
Fraser’s love of ease and luxury are on the increase. Bengal was partitioned 
because he said that the administrative charge of entire Bengal was sorely 
oppressing him, The enjoyment of plenty of rest and leisure (as the result of 
the partition) has only added to his love of luxury. Can it be at all a pleasing 
sight to see Rs. 1,30,000 spent on a ball-room for English ladies, when lakhs 
upon lakhs are dying in the country for want of pure drinking-water? 
48. The Budget items of Rs. 1,30,000 for the ball-roum at Belvedere, 
oi cs a of Rs. 50,000 for residences for officials at Calcutta, 
a eee of Rs. 1,00,000 for offices ‘and officials’ quarters 
at Howrah and of Rs. 25,000 for a memorial at Plassey are selected by the 


Government's shrewd policy. 


Government land revenue. 


Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 28th March as showing how the Bengali tax- 


pers money is spent. It is remarked, as a contrast, that the Government 
as not budgetted for even a pice for the relief of the Bengal villages which are 
going to the dogs from the ravages of fever and malaria. 
49. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th March writes :— 
“< ‘he Budget statements that were presented in 
e Bengal Budget. 


last Saturday’s Council, bear teasianen'y to Sir 
Andrew Fraser’s high-handedness. There is no clear statement of how much 


———— 2 ee 
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was spent or will be spent and for what purposes, as ‘if’ nobody had any right 
to know how the people’s money is being spent,—as if Sir Andrew was spending 


his own private money. 


We must repeat we can make neither head nor tail of the Budget in the 
form it has been presented. It is for the Lieutenant-Governor to say whether 
this is the result of his own deliberate intention to deceive, or whether it 
indicates the indolence or the worthlessness of His Honour’s Secretaries. His 
Honour’s Secretary says that during the year the revenues increased all round, 
while the income from the Excise, the Registration, the Stamps, the Irrigation 
and other Departments increased beyond expectation. His Honour’s Secretary 
may feel proud of the increase in the Gerersaens revenues, but we must 
confess to a feeling of profound regret and humiliation at the result. The 
increase of the excise revenue points to the increased use of intoxicating 
substances in the country, while the unusually high income of the Registration 
Department tells a sad tale, that of the havoc done by the famine last year 
which compelled the people to sell or mortgage whatever they possessed. As 


¢o expenditure, we are of opinion that the Lieutenaut-Governor was more 


anxious to carry out his ambitious projects than to attend to the interests of 
the people. 


50. Referring to the = — debate rc i Imperial Legislative Council, 
| : the Sandhya | Calcutta] of the 29th March says 

She Tmpetial Dadget cenate. _ that though the chest iaiehinee the Indian ian 
nues belongs to the Indians, yet the key is in the possession of the feringhis. 
Feringhis open the chest, shut or take money out of it just as they please, At 
the end ofevery year, they make an announcement as to how many crores 
they propose to appropriate to their own use, while giving to the Indians a 
few pice or half-pice as their wages. At this announcement India’s “ great” 
men are overjoyed. What a satisfaction to be sure that they have been 


summoned by the lords. O what a mark of kindness! The lords must 


forcibly open the Indians’ chest, remove its contents for their own use, giving 
a poor morsel to the natives; but they would not tuke the money clandes- 
tinely, but would blow a trumpet before breaking the chest open. What a 
singular love of justice! ‘The New Party have been charged with ingratitude 
because they do not acknowledge the benefit of free speech and a free press. 
Free speech and a free press have been granted no doubt, but when the time 
for action comes, handcuffs are applied. Just mark what-the feringht does in 
swadesht matters. This ought to bring people to their senses. 

51. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 30th March, in discussing the Budget, 

as ees writes that with a succession of surpluses for seven 

—— years oomennetnnay, it is a serious disgrace to the 
English that people in the country should continue dying of disease and 
starvation. That is probably why, for very shame, Lord Minto has tried to 
diminish the tax-payer’s burden a little. While His Lordship is bein 
cordially blessed for the reduction in the salt-tax, it must also be sebnowlotied 
that the existence of this tax, even at its present rate, is highly unjust, 
considering the extreme poverty of the people of India. 

52. The Bihar Bandhu [{Bankipur] of the 30th March, while giving the 

substance of the Hon’ble Mr. Baker’s speech during 

The Imperial Budget. 


current year, observes :— 


While everyone in the world follows the rag d of ‘cut your coat 
according to your cloth,’ the Government of India first settle the amount 
which they mean to spend and then set about finding means to meet the same, 
When the year’s income falls short of the proposed expenditure, they levy 
taxes to make up the deficit. a | 

53. Referring to Mr. Carlyle’s reply to the question put by the Hon’ble 
Babu Bhupendranath Bose in Council; that Govern- 
ment cannot take notice of the actions of Magis- 
trates on newspaper reports, the Sri Srt Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bezar Paitrika 
[Calcutta] of the 28th March says:— — 


This is what may be called the perversity of authority, The Bengalis 
are weak and helpless, Such a reply therefore does not at all become Sir 
Andrew Fraser, as His Honour has sometimes been seen to deliver religious 


Government's indifference. 
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sermons. Had it not been for this circumstance we would not have said so, 


for we knew that it was quite idle to raise such a lame plea as the inviolability 
of moral considerations before John Bull. Under the influence of Curzonian - 
infatuation, His Honour has assumed quite a different form. It is ‘not merel 
cruelty to dismiss with such scanty ceremony the people’s grievances, but the 
moral effect of such indifference also cannot but be most bitter. 
54. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 28th March, in noticing a recent 
statement in Council by Mr. Carlyle, referring 
The Magistrate of Bhagalpur. My, Bhupendra Nath Bose to the Divisional 
Commissioner concerned in connexion with an 
inquiry he had asked Government to undertake into certain allegations against 
the Magistrate of Bhagalpur, remarks :— 


If a reference to the Commissioner suffices for all purposes, the Lieutenant- 
Governorship may well be abolished. Why, then, should the Bengali tax- 
payer’s money be wasted on Sir A. Fraser? ae 

55. Referring to the replies given in the Bengal Legislative Council 

ee to the questions asked about the conduct of Mr. 

B rst pes = vhs gol in the Lyall, the District Magistrate of Bhagalpur, who, 

ee as the writer says, put the Station Master of 

Sultanganj and some other people to serious trouble, harassed two gentlemen 

by appointing them as special constables, and forbade local zamindars to join 

political meetings, the Aitavad: [Calcutta] of the 29th March observes that 

the administration of the country is being carried on on autocratic principles, 

and no redress can be expected from the rulers. e 

56. The Al Punch Leeper g of the 28th March thanks the Govern- 

; ment of India for providing five lakhs of rupees 

rou erality of the Government of for relief works in Darbhanga and considers the 
ndia. “eer tage agg | 

district is badly in need of them. 3 

57. The Leatham defamation case furnishes the Sanjivani [Calcutta | of 

Lee the 28th March with an opportunity of remarking 

Alleged corruption in Govern- on the necessity of the public press keeping a 

ment offices. ; | ° ° 

| strict eye on Government offices; this case, in 
its opinion, throwing a light on the misdeeds which go on in these offices. 

58. The same paper asks Lord Minto personally to answer the question 
whether, after the manner in which the Govern- 
ment of Eastern Bengal has begun to conduct 
itself, people can any longer respect it. Who will 
respect that Government after its action in taking into favour and promoting 
to a Deputy Superintendentship of Police, Babu Manmohan Chakrabarti, the 
Inspector of Police who created anarchy and inflicted indignities on gentlemen 
at Serajganj? Then, again, during the Comilla incidents, the officials, far 
from preventing lawlessness, felt rather happy at the sight of inoffensive people 
being subjected to lawlessness. If such 1s to be the conduct of officials, who 
will henceforth respect them as officials ? 

59. The Sri Sré Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

_  .. 28th March says that Sir B. Fuller made no 
E being nl and famine in mention of the famine in Eastern Bengal in the 

official report, for he had lost his temper over the | 
swadesht agitation. His successor, Mr. Hare, seems to be devoid of all 
sensibility. As might be expected, he has done nothing to inform himself of 
their sufferings. The Government of India got no information from him 
about the situation in East Bengal, and therefore there is no adequate mention 
of it in Mr. Baker’s report. The report of a 3-rupee chaukidar is gospel 
truth to the Government, but it pays no heed to the cries of the people. — 

60. Referring to the promotion of Mr. Thompson, Deputy Magistrate 
of Dumka, about which a question was asked in 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s Council and a repl 
given, the Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 29th March »%. 
observes :— | 

Government said in reply that special promotion was given to Mr. 
Thompson because he was exceptionally competent, although deaf. We have 
seen that competency consists in oppressing the kala admis, and the greater the 
oppression the greater is the competency. The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendranath 
Bose also knew it, though he asked the question. 


The Government of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam. 


The promotion of Mr. Thomp- 
son, Deputy Magistrate of Dumka. 
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61. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th March writes thatthe Magistrate | amv, 


of Barisal is said to be dealing very harshly 
his ama for their failure to supply him with the 
| news that 50 or 60 men went to Comilla from 
eal during the recent riots, Such treatment is not impossible in Eastern 
en « | | 
62, Referring to the punishment meted out to Havildar Golab Singh 
__.. Of the 9th Bhopal Infantry, for the offence of 
sGeren ment of native military attending and speaking in a swadeshi meeting at 
| Allahabad, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 30th 


: The | District Magistrate of 
Barisal and his améa. 


March says :— 
Granting that Golab Singh committed a heinous crime in the eyes of the 


Military authorities by giving expression to his feelings at a swadeshi meeting, — 


may we enquire whether the authorities acted wisely in giving pain to the 


sepoys by punishing so heavily an old and faithful veteran of the army, 
thereby humiliating him ? 


BASUMmATI, 
March 30th, 1907. 


63. Referring to the interview recently granted by His Excellency the sms Baspay, 


The officials and the political 


agitators. of Darbhanga to discuss the present state of unrest 


in East Bengal and the promise of His Excellency 
to forbid Government officials from joining political movements in the count 
with a view to set the Musalmans against the Aindus and vice versd, the Bihar 
Bandhu ( age tg of the 30th March trusts that Lord Minto’s action will 
force those who, for their felfish ends, attribute every strike such as that of 
the Aligarh students and the employés of the East Indian Railway to the 
speeches of the’ so-called political agitators, to eat the humble pie and desist 
from their nefarious practices. 

64. Seeing that the papers like the Englishman and the Pioneer are at 
pains to show the futility of separating the Judi- 
cial and executive functions, the  Aittvaria 
[Calcutta] of the 31st March infers that the matter 
_ 18 now really being considered by the Government 
of India, and observes that should Lord Minto be able to fulfill what Lord 
Curzon failed to do, the promise to separate the two functions, he will be 
laying the people of India under a deep obligation. 


The Angilo-Indian papers on the 
separation of the judicial and 
executive functions. 


ITI.—Leais.ation. 


65. The Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 22nd March writes :— 

When it. was first proposed to amend the 
Local Self-Government Act, it was thought that the 
| people would really be gainers by the amendment, 
for the authorities had engendered such a belief by their announcement of its 
object and reasons. But from a study of the Bill prepared by the Select 
Committee, we are astounded to see what the rulers really mean to do. The 
reader will at once perceive how the Government has trampled under foot the 
distinct assurances given by the Duke of Argyle and Sir George Campbell. The 
Government began to divert the revenue of the road-cess to various illegitimate 
purposes and made a law legalising such an illegal procedure. Is such an 


The Local Self-Government 
Amendment Bill. 


excellent arrangement possible in any other country? How long can the 


loyalty of the people remain intact under such circumstances? Sir Andrew 
Fraser now proposes to proceed a step further. His Honour seeks to place the 
road-cess revenue at the disposal o 
nobody in future may have a word to say about the existence of such a thing 
as road-cess. What can be said when arbitrary actions have their way? — 
It is almost a foregone conclusion that the strong opposition of some of 


the native members of the Lieutenant-Governor’s Council will come to nothing.. 


To disregard solemn pledges is a matter in which our rulers have no competi- 
tors: We have no power to check arbitrary actions. We therefore request 
Sir Andrew Fraser to think over the question, and we do so in the name of 
justice, goodness and humanity, and above all, for the good name of the 
ritish Geveruaedi, | 


- s 
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666. ~The Aitvarta ( Calcutta] of the 31st March eonsiders the Bengal 
"i ee ae Tenancy Bill and the Local Self-Government Bill 
sere Grgier which are going to be passed into law in the 
course of this and the next week, as full of many objectionable provisions, and 
doubts if the Government would remove them. Should the Government fail to 
revise them, so as to correct the errors, it will increase the present discontent 
in the country. : a ; 
67. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 28th March writes that the Budget is 
is Misti prepared by the big officials. No alteration is made 
ie in it in Council when it is submitted after its final 
shape has been decided on. The members of Council are welcome to have 
their say on it, but no changes will follow in consequence. Jokes like this were 
usual in the past in certain places. | 3 | 


V.—PRopects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. | 


68. A correspondent of the Rikhar Bandhu (Bankipur] of the 30th March 
draws a very gloomy picture of the condition of the 
people of Darbhanga, who from hunger are found 
wandering about in search of food, and asks when is the amount provided by 
Government for famine relief going to be spent for relieving this acute distress. 


Distress in Darbhanga. 


VI.—MIsc! LLANEOUS. 


69. The Mthir 0-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 22nd March publishes a 
writing observing in reference to Mr. Gokhale’s 
recent speech at Lucknow that it would be impos- 
sible for Musalmans to join and sympathise with the Hindus so long as the 
latter’s actions continue seditious, —. 
70, The Marwari Bandhu Calcutta] of the 27th March is surprised to 
_ find the Hon’ble Mr, Gokhale having used such 
‘expressions as ‘ boycott means disloyalty” in his 
Lahore speech. The journal is.unable to understand them, and observes that 
remarks like the above have lowered him in the eyes of the people. Mr. 
Gokhale wants to be popular both with the Government as well as the people, 
but a man who with a load of patriotism on his head rides on two boats may not 
ouly drown himself, but retard the progress of the country by sinking his 
load deep into the water. 
71. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 22nd March writes that there isa 
; general awakening apparent all over the Orient. 
ee ned signs of an awakening Mustafa Kamel Pacha is stirring up the Egyptians 
1 rient. ° - ° ° . 
with a new longing for swarajy. The Sennoussis in 
Central Africa are collecting lakhs upon lakhs of troops, who will soon sweep 
over all North Africa. Reform and scientitic education permeate the air, so to 
speak, in Persia, and the Amir of Afghanistan is jamived 6 introduce progress 
in all directions into his Kingdom. A strong desire for swaraj is spreading 
like a flame even amongst the Hindus who had hitherto been asleep. | 
72. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 23rd March writes that a change in 
China ana Indi the fortunes of China does not afford valid ground 
eee ee for hope for India’s future. China is an indepen- 
dent country, to the government of which its people are all eligible, whereas 
Indians are absolutely at the beck and nod of foreigners. Who can say in the 
womb of what distant future the hope of India’s rise is hidden? The day 
of India’s advancement would have been hastened if Englishmen had assisted 
Indians in the way that the Japanese are assisting the Chinese. But the 
English are resolved to keep India for ever as a milch-cow whose milk they 
shall drink. The Indians shall be only hewers of wood and drawers of water 
to them. They will assist Indians to rise only so far as is necessary for their 
own purposes. In the present, leaving aside-all thoughts of progress like that 
of China as unattainable, what the people of India want is to eat theiy fill 
before they die of plague and other epidemics. ‘Phe unity and self-sacrifice 
which are necessary before Indians can be made men of, if they comein 3 
century, cannot be said to have been too long in coming. There is no good 
in tempting the infant which cannot stand on its own legs, to learn to run. - 


Mr. Gokhale at Lucknow. 


A man riding on two boats. 
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9B. The Al Punch [ 


“The Bengali press and the 
Comilla disturbances. 


Bankipur] of-the 28th March :is disgusted at. the 
attitude of the Bengali organs towards Musalmans, 
and regrets their publishing one-sided views of the 
Comilla disturbances with a view to incite racial 
feelings, although they advocate unity between the Hindus:and the Musalmans. 
: 74,. The Sanytvans (Calcutta ] of the 28th March contrasts parties in Bengal —sasnvam, 
ae and in England by remarking that while there are March 28th, 1907. 
aS — in England which sometimes fall out 
Eh Bag etween themselves, all parties unite where the 
honour of the national flag is threatened; whereas amongst Bengalis, the parties 
do not unite even in the common cause of the fatherland, and one party feels 
satisfaction at the discomfiture of the rival party in the day of trial. - 
75. The Birbhum Hitaisht | Birbhum] of the 29th March writes that the Bmsruw Hrrare, 
fact that Western Bengal still retains officially Ms 2th 197. 
ten Bengal and Eastern the name of Bengal makes the political leaders of 
| | Western Bengal think that their condition has 
undergone no change and that the stroke has fallen on Eastern Bengal only. 
The idea is that Eastern Bengal is like a petty limb cut .off from the body 
of the Mother. They could not think that it was really the Mother’s head that 
had been — in twain. That was why in Eastern Bengal admission into 
Council was banned, which ban was absent from Western Bengal, which was 
regarded as the old Bengal, although over half of it had been lopped off, 
because Government called it Bengal. It is for this that they did not allow 
anybody to go to prison in connexion with the present agitation and compro- 
mised all cases which arose. Otherwise the strength with which the agitation 
at first began in Western Bengal would by this time have overflowed into 
other provinces. ee 
76. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 30th March quotes the panzamvnr, 
Lord Weardale and India, . 10llowing as part of a speech lately delivered, by “wh %s 11. 
Lord Weardale:— 


‘‘This is the problem that is to be solved. We may delay solution or we may in a 
measure evade it. But in my judgment, it is infinitely wiser to enter upon its deliberate 
consideration at a moment when absolute calm prevailed in India, rather than to awit the 
occasion when some storm or crisis might thrust them into hurried and dangerous resolution. ’» 
and remarks that the substance of Lord Weardale’s speech is, ‘* Where 
will you tie your bandage when the serpent has bitten you on the head?” 
Be warned therefore in time. But will arrogant imperialists-listen to His 

Lordship’s righteous-utterances? _ : : 

77. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 30th March writes :— | SaNDarA, 
ttt tes Gilt ‘he wave of a new sentiment has come which Ms %th, 1907. 

will probably soon flood the land. Everybody likes 

to be free and to be liberated. But the hope of liberation was until lately - 

distant indeed. But to-day the hope of freedom and the tidings of liberation - ~ 

have come. All sides echo to the cry for independence, for liberation from ‘ties ~ 

of bondage to the foreizner. Let it be remembered that of all the sorrows 

which may befall mankind, none can be a greater one than subjection 

to another. This sorrow must be removed. ‘A serpent has stung you on 

the head, and what folly is it that makes you wish to save your life by 

tying the jferingh’s bandage around your hands and your feet? Loo 

no more to the right or to the left: the flood-tide is coming; cast your 

boat on it. Be not afraid. The gem of liberation can be got only if one 

goes deep down into water. If death comes in the striving for liberation, 

that death will be converted into immortality. 2 Sy 

fae 7&8. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the Ist April) = suspzy, | 

fenne,, Dense! Provincial Com 1 otes the following as facts in connexion with the April 1s, 1907. 

| recent Provincial Conference at Berhampur :— 

(1) There was no shouting like monkeys of ‘‘ Hip, hip, Hurrah,” this 
time at the mention of the name of the /feringht Emperor. A 
paper affixed to the walls of the Conference Hall bearing. the 
words “ God save the Emperor” ‘was torn down. , 

(2) Petitioning and sending representations have ceased: not one 
on resolution has any reference to appealing to the feringht fok 
assistance. | ole casein 
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(3) Exposing the hypocrisy of the leaders.—I¢t was Mr. Rasul who 
did this work. . The more we see of Mr, Rasul the more we learn 
to respect him. | ) ve 

(4) Preparations for self-protection.—We have at last understood that 
we must ourselves protect our own lives and. honour. As soon 
as this topic was raised, Rs. 2,500 was collected. A porter 
contributed a day’s earning. : | a 

79. The Hindi Bangavas: (Calcutta) of the 1st April contains a picture of 
the grain store at Magrahat owned by the foreign 
merchants. The letter-press is as follows:— | 


Wherever you find plenty of grain in this fertile and well-watered land 
of this country you are sure to find these purchasers (suckers). ‘The foreign 
merchants deprive us of our.morsel of food by fair means or foul. Being as 
it were enchanted by their magic spell, we make over our food to these men 
of our own accord, and then starve. This is the chief reason of the scarcity 
and high prices in this country. Does not the heart break to see the above 
spectacle ? 

80. The same paper expects much good from the Released Prisoners’ 

Assistance Society, not only to the ‘prisoners 
sar retelensed Prisoners’ Assis: themselves, but to the community at large, and. 
oT waruly thanks the committee on that account, 


The grain store. 


Urtya Papers. 


81. Referring to the case of an attempt to commit suicide, in which a 
os ‘age © ee a nang of bad was sent to jail 
mprisonment of women in the Magistrate, Krishna Chandra Mandhata, the 
Sena Gas Copereene Serene Uthaldipika Cuttack] of the 23rd March observes 
that the punishment of imprisonment inflicted on women in India is simply 
disastrous, because it leads tq the excommunication of the women thus 
punished, as they are not taken back into society after their release from jail. 
The Magistrate of 'Talcher should have avoided the injurious practice of 
criminal courts in British India, | 


82. The same paper looks with fear on the increased consum tion of 
opium and preparations therefrom in the Tributary 
A propersl to supesene De Ge aa Feudatory States of Orissa, and suggests that 
—" the Garjat States of the Chiefs of those States should follow the example 
| of the Chief of Bamra, who has promulgated special 
regulations to suppress the use of that intoxicating drug in his State. 
83. The Garjatbasint {Talcher] of the 23rd March supports the 
_ Gunadarpan of Ganjam in the latter’s proposal to 


A proposal tointroduceamortor- jntroduce mortor-cars 1 . 3 | 
car service between Angul and ortor-cars in those Gar] at States where 


. Gatiaak railway communication is not at all feasible. 


With a slight improvement in the road between 

Angul and Cuttack, those two stations may be brought nearer each other by a 

system of mortor-car service thoughtfully planned and judiciously organised 
and administered. 

84, The same paper suggests that the Raja of Dhenkanal, who has 


, = seins ore a martns-0aF at his sommans, may purchase 
proposal to connect Dhenkas another car and may employ them on the: road 
pal with Cuttack by @ motor-car between Dhenkanal Sea Cuttack, thereby bringing 
those two stations nearer each other by an effective 

system of car service and making a little profit thereby. 
85. Referring to the proposal of Government to appoint a Conservator 
: oe ee pr bay a for a me ee States in Orissa, 
A propos introduce the thereby bringing all the different foresters under one 
British front law in the Garjat common superior, the Manorama [Baripada] of the 
: 18th March apprehends the promulgation of the 
British forest law in all its rigidity in those States, and observes that the Garjat 
people will not profit thereby. It is not advisable to restrain the freedom of 


{he Garjat men, who have had free recourse to jungle products from’ time 
immemorial. si | , 


( 95 } 


86. Referring to the prayer of certain people in Sambalpur, proposing to 
restore that district to the Central Provinces, 
A proposal to restore Sambal- the Uk .ldarpan [Sambalpur] of the 18th March 
pur to the Central Provinces, ; ° e.s 
i earl points out that the isolated position of Sambalpur 
compelled the Government in the past to shift it from one province to another. 
When the district first came under British rule, it was attached to the Ranchi 
Division. Subsequently it was transferred to the Orissa Division. It was then 
attached to the Chhattisgarh Division.. Finally it was retransferred to the 
Orissa Division, with which it has linguistic, ethnologic and historical 
connexion. Sambalpur should always remain with Orissa. : 
87, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 28rd 


A complaint against the author. ° - 
ities of the Boventhaw College and March complains that the Ravenshaw College and 


its attached institutions. its attached institutions were not closed during the 
last DoWatra. 


88. The Sambalpur Hitaishint [Bamra] of the 16th March thanks the 
Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur for the 
made introduction of stone-made standard measures, which 
will save the purchasers of grains in that State from 


The introduction of stone- 
standard measures in Angul. 


excessive shortage, which was hitherto looked upon as a stumbling-block in the - 


free and uniform course of trade. | 
89. Referring to a passage.in the Prajabandhu, the same paper points out 
that the Brahmapur Sabha in Sonepur is engaged 
Ra ag Sedans cae. Sone- in oppressing certain residents of that State on 
’ flimsy pretexts under the connivance of the Raja 
of Sonepur and his Dewan. The attention of the Political Agent is drawn at 
once to the matter. | ; 
90. The Ma:orama [ Baripada} of the 18th March states that the vacancy 
2 _ in the Mayurbhanj State Council due to the demise 
of ancaney inthe State Couneil of Chhotrai Brindaban Chandra Bhanj Deo should 
see Rm be filled up at once by the Maharaja Bahadur by 
the appointment of one of the members of his family whom he considers 
competent for the post. 
91. The same paper states that unusual jobberies are going on in 
| Mayurbhanj in the matter of the distribution of the 
Downright jobberies in the public patronage in that State. A brother of the 
ae, public patronage State Dewan named Babu Jyotindra Mohan Dhar 
has been taken into-the superior service of the State, 
though he is not a graduate and though Briudaban Chandra Panda and others, 
_ who are his seniors in office and who are natives of Mayurbhanj, have been 
refused admittance intothat service. The State Collector, Pandit Govind Chandra 
Mahapatra, has strongly recommended Babu. Jyotindra Mohan Dhar for his 
place in the superior service, because his own son will step into the place of 
Jyotindra Babu under the recommendation of the State Dewan. This looks 
like a nice little family arrangement. 
92. The same paper States that Babu Mohini Mohan Dhar, the Dewan of 
| Mayurbhanj, who is drawing a salary of Rs, 780 
r mensem, belongs to the district of Dacca in 
astern Bengal and has so worked in the State as 
to bring down a little colony to Mayurbhanj from his motherland. Most of 
these men are employed in different departments of the Mayurbhanj State, and 


An attempt of the Mayurbhanj 
State Dewan to kill the j Ao 


they work in such a manner as to make Babu Mohini Mohan Dhar always 


irresistible in the exercise of his powers and functions. The Dewan is going 
to take a lease of many acres of forest lands, where he intends to settle himself 
down after his retirement from Mayurbhanj service. The Manorama having 
exposed all the doings of the Dewan, the latter is going to-deprive the 
Sammilani Company, which publishes the Manorama, of ull its lands through 
the instramentality of the State Collector, Pandit Govind Chandra Mahapatra, 
who is a helpless pappet in the hands of the Dewan. oe 
93. The same paper complains that the creation of a Municipality at 
ae ee ei a has added very little to the comforts of the 
fake eeripada Municipality © yesidents in that town. As an illustration of the 
7 | above observation, it is pointed out that the 
number of light-posts in the town at the present moment is less than what they 


OTKALDARPAN, 
March 18th, 1907, 


UexaLpirixas, 
March 28rd, 1907, 


SaMBALPUR 
AISHINI, 


March 16th, 1907. 


SaMBALPUR 
HITArsHiny. 


MawonaMa, 
March 18th, 1907, 


Mayokama. 


MawoOrnama. 


ManoraMa. 


ee 
hit 


UTKALDARPANR. 


March 18th, 1907. 


UTKALDARPAN, 


UTKALDARPaN. 


Uriya AXD 
NavasaMvaD, 


Merch 20th, 1907, 


URIYa AXD 


NavasaMvaD, 


MaworamaA, 
March 18th, 1907, 


GARJATBASINI, 
March 23rd. 1907. 


en ma PU Le pee Se pee ea) “4 7 WA Sx NS hte 2 ow. ae 
Ae : Bade a SY Mee Ba > i Na RES Ns gen i lt ee a ae a ig ee a , 
Ae * . bee Pe ee a 3 > et eae * Se Bi VIR ‘ ” ¥ = M 
Ga TP Sele Oy A Eee Ra # ohare + fa 
: 


A ; > . w . ° \ & ’ ) é: c a rx ; Bye 
pb OE ated Hee Eat ap ee ee i fanpage vs 


( 276 ) 


were before the creation of the Municipality. The creation of the Baripada 
Municipality has added more to the discomforts of its residents than to their 


comforts. : 


94. The Utkaldarpan [Sumbalpur] of the 18th March, after giving a 
eit tii. Se welcome to His Honour, the Lieutenant- 
bal war wad Cuttack and the ap- Governor, who had been recently to that town, 
pointment of local men to the brings two points to His Honour’s notice, namely, 
ee (1) a direct railway between Cuttack and Sam- 
balpur and (2' the employment of local men to Government service. The 
writer is of opinion that the construction of a direct railway between Cuttack 
and Sambalpur will remove a great many complaints, which have formed the 
subject of memorials to Government. Equaily important is the appointment 
of local men to the public service of their own country. Orissa being conti- 
guous to Bengal, the Bengalis who are unable to bear the struggle for existence 
in their home districts are pouring into Orissa. If this process be uninter- 
ruptedly carried on, Orissa is likely to be swamped with Bengalis. As Gov- 
ernment service forms the chief avenue through which the Bengalis enter 
Orissa, that should be blocked against them. As Orissa is contiguous to 
Bengal, no Bengali should be appointed here. Lord Elgin recognised the 
necessity of protection for the weaker races. The nomination system is an 
instance of the policy of protection. This. policy of protection should he 
strictly followed in Orissa. cae 


95. Referring to the decision of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Madras, that the Uriyas are not backward and 

The assumption of the Director that they have grown rich, the same paper points 
OF clic Instruction, Madras, ont that the Director is wrong in his assumption, 
: for the Uriyas*of Ganjam are as backward as the 
Muhammadans in the Madras Presidency. It is therefore necessary and just 


that the Uriya students readingin the Berhampore College should pay half 
fees like the Muhammadan boys reading in that institution. 


96. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that the post-office 

: | | in Puri isnot doing its work satisfactorily, for 

F complaint against the post: evidently there is a confusion in the delivery of 

one Se letters to the addressees. The writer hopes that the 
postmaster will pay attention to the matter at once. oe 


97. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore} of the 20th March states that 
a meeting was held in the Kristodas Pal Memorial 
Hall in Balasore to protest against the revision 
settlement in that district, Some of the zamindars and raiyats attended the 
meeting, which was presided over by Mr. M. 8. Das, c.1.e. Jt was resolved 
to submit a memorial to the Government regarding the revision settlement 
in Balasore, and in case the Government paid no attention to the memorial, ta 
institute civil cases against the decisions of the revenue officers. 

98. ‘The same paper states that the proceedings of the revision settle- 
5 ees ieee a ee in Balasore have produced a suspicion in the 
sore Setement mn Male: minds of the land-owning classes in that district, 

that Government is going to tamper with the 

agreement already executed between the zamindars and the Government for 
a period of thirty years, It is said that the amins are earning a good deal 
? money by registering the names of anybody and everybody who can satisfy 
them, 7 eee | 

99. The Manorama [Baripada| of the 18th March states that Baby 
| : Gopabandhu Patnaik, the sardar of pargana 
Marada in Mayurbhanj, has awarded two scholar- 
; ships to two students in the Mayurbhanj and 
Nilgiri Higher English Schools and one scholarship to one student in the 
Baripada Sanskrit ¢o/, Babu Gopabandhu Patnaik sets a good example to his 
brethren in Mayurbhanj. : = 

100. The Barpali correspondent of the Garjatbasins ['Talcher] of the 25rd 

___ March states that only a four-anna mango crop is 
- ybe mango and the tamarind gxnected in that State. The prospects of the 
in Barpali. ° pee 

| tamarind are also bad, | 


A protest meeting in Balasare. 
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101. The Sambalpur Hitatshiné | Bamra} ofthe 16th March states.that the 
further export of food-stuffs from the Garjat States 
should be stopped at once, for the economic con- 
dition of the people is very bad. The poor tenants 
in the Garjat States now stand in. need of borrowing paddy, which is not 
available. The outlook is therefore yd bad. | 

102. . The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that paddy «sells 

at twenty-two seers and rice at seven seers per 
rupee in that town. The rates will no doubt rise 
higher as the season advances. = 
103. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of 8 ype agente penta that out of 11 
ails en ae persons attacked with small-pox in the Cuttack 
ee town, 2 died. The Cuttack Municipality has.-made 
special arrangements for the vaccination and re-vaccination of children and 
other persons in that town. aoe 

104. The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that a serious 

| outbreak of cholera in villages Dihasahi, Gopi- 
| nathpur, etc., in pargana Baruan, has made the 
deputation of a special doctor to that part of the subdivision necessary in the 
interests of the suffering patients. 

15, ‘The correspondent of the Sambalpur Hitatshint [Bamra] of the. 16th 
March states that cholera prevails in Damodarpur 
Sriramchandrapur and other villages in the Puri 
district. It is a matter of regret that the-Puri town and the Puri district are 
always susceptible to an attack of a a —_. : einai 

ee Magne 106. e Utkaldarpan {Sambalpur] of the 
SR ED & Cee 18th March states that cue pn in the 
Sambalpur town, . 

107. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 23rd 
March states that the Raja of Talcher has bagged a 
live tiger by an ingenious trap. _ — 

108. The same paper states that the tiger- 
scare is pre-eminent in Nilgiri, Already eight 
3 persons have been killed by the man-eater. 

109. The Sambalpur Hitatshini [Bamra | of the 16th March states that the 

| 4 _ tiger-scare prevails in the Barcote tahsil in Bamra, 

4 fearful man-cater in Bamra. 7+" i, said that two men belonging to villages 

Rengali and Bétinali were killed by a tiger.. The Raja of Bamra has already 
despatched a sskari to that part of his State to look after the man-eater, 

110, The Manorama [ Baripada| of the 18th March states that there was 

: a great fire in Baripada on the 38rd March current, 
_ A great fire in Baripada. which consumed many houses in that town. The 
fire was detected at first in the palace of the Mayurbhanj Maharaja and it 
spread to the Baripada town in no time,. Though there were two thousand 
spectators present on the spot, none helped to extinguish the fire exeept the 
ead Master of the Baripada School, who with admirable courage and tact led 
his students to the philanthropic work of saving the houses of the people. The 
Head-master was joined by the Chairman of the Baripada Municipality with 
his coolie force and the District Superintendent of the el: Police with 
his vosse of constables, all of whom succeeded in quenching the fire in the end, 
It isa matter of regret that 9 teacher was wounded by the fall of a water- 
vessel on his head. The writer suggests that this bitter experience of fire 
should induce the Baripada Municipality to keep a fire-extinguishing machine 
always ready for service in fyture contingencies. - The residents of the Bari- 
pada Municipality owning thatched houses should be peremptorily ordered to 
keep a certain mameet @ earthen aaa full of water on the roofs of their 
—— . ’ ae : _— 111.. The Utkaldipska (Cuttack) of the 28rd 
‘The weather in the Cuttack, March states that there was a good shower of rain 
district." . + in Cuttack in the. leat week. oa eS ) 
112. The Jajpur correspondent of the sxme paper states that there waa 
: ef . m8 in that subdivision in the last week, and that 
The weather in Jajpur. = § it hag enabled the agriculturists to plough their 
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fields. This rain has done great good to the standing brinjal. 
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113.. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 16th March states that 
there was rain in that State in the last week and 
that the weather has thus proved favourable to 


The weather in Bamra. 


. agriculture. | 
114. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore} of the 20th March publishes 
The Exhibiti extracts from Calcutta papers, which differ in their 
e Exhibition at Balasore. 


Opinions regarding the success or otherwise of the 
Balasore Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition, The writer takes an 
unfavourable view of the Exhibition, which, on the whole, was satisfactory. — 


115. The Utkaldiptka [Cuttack] of the 23rd March quotes from the 
is cunteatt 0 tithes Medint Bandhab to show that Narayan Prosad 

2 OE EE EI ORSS Karan of village Bhanganmari in thana Khejuri 
in district Midnapore performed the shradh ceremony of his father by 
inviting his relations and friends to use only articles of Indian manufacture. 
The determination of Narayan Prasad produced an excellent effect. The writer 
suggests that Indian gentlemen should show firmness in the use of the 
swadesht articles and should so move the wheels of society as to make its 
power, prestige and sanction felt by all the members belonging to it. 
Determination and firmness can only help the cause of the swadeshi, 


116. Referring to the speech of Sir John Hewett, the new Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Punjab, in which His Honour 
expressed great sympathy with the development of 
| Indian art and industry, the same paper points 
out that these words of sympathy have very little value in the eyes of the 
Indians, who have learnt by experience that the Government is always against 


the swadeshi and that in Eastern Bengal, Government went so far as to employ 
the Military Police to kill the swadeshs. 


117. The Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur | of the 18th March gives an account 
The Kend mst of the proceedings of the Kendrapara Industrial 

omencrepas mens and Agricultural Exhibition, which goes to show 
that the Exhibition was successful in every way. 


118. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 23rd March regrets that though 

; _ the Commissioner, the Magistrate and the District 

fe a toe Muhammadan riot Superintendent of Police were present in Comilla 

in Eastern Bengal, they could not protect the 

Hindus against the oppressions of the Muhammadans, What igstrange is that 

the real facts are shrouded in mystery owing to the circulation of two contra- 
dictory versions of the ignoble affair. 


119. The Sambalpur Witatshint [Bamra} of the 16th March has every 

sympathy for the aspirations of the Muhammadans 

Bh ey — Fag ose in Eastern Bengal, and suggests that the educated 

i members of that community should be appointed 

freely to Government service, as the Hindu members of that service will be 
only too glad to receive their Muhammadan brethren with upen arms. 


120. The Utkaldipika {Cuttack} of the 23rd March gives an account of 
ee _ . the proceedings of a meeting, held in the premises 
dete distribution meeting in of the Jajpur Higher English School under the 
presidency of the Collector of Cuttack to distribute 

annual prizes to the deserving students of that institution, and observes that 
the proceedings passed off quietly and successfully under the able direction of 
the President. ‘The President was satisfied with the work of the school and 


his speech, which bristled with moral instructions for the students, was highly 
appreciated by the audience. } 


121. The same paper complains that the Balasore National Society 

| ne failed to accord a warm reception to those repre-. 
Pg Bk gesan Pre nad nt sentatives of the Orissa Association, Cuttack, who 
had been deputed to Balasore to be present in a 

monster meeting that was going to be held there in connexion with the 
revision settlement in that district, and observes that the representatives of 


the Orissa Association felt it a0 acutely as to come back to Cuttack without 
joining the monster meeting. : 


The speech of Sir John Hewett 
and its effect on the Indian mind. 
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122, The Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur] of the 18th March states that the crearpanray, 
ommittee appointed by the people of Sambalpur march 10th, 1907. 


Grievances of the people of to draw up their grievances and to bring them to 
— the notice of Government, held its second meeting 
in the Hotapara temple, in which the following resolutions were passed :— 


(1) = —— English schools be established at Rampilla and 
argarn ; 

(2) That local men be appointed to vacancies in the local offices, and. 

that protest be made against the appointment of men of other 
__ districts to some posts in the Civil Courts of Sambalpur; | 

(3) That the order prohibiting the conveyance of wood and timber 
from the khasra jungles of villages to places beyond the juris- 
diction of those villages be cancelled, and that the residents of 
the villages that have no forests should be permitted to take 
wood and timber from the Government forests on payment of 
a little or no fee; 

(4) That the period of settlement be extended from 20 to 30 years; and 

(5) That the order permitting the increase of court-fees be cancelled. 
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‘I.—Forrien Pourrtics, 


8387. The Musalman commenis sarcastically on the attitude of Englishmen 

, | with regard to the Egyptian demand for full 
, parliamentary institutions. While preaching that 
the introduction of the popular system of government leads a country to 
happiness and prosperity, and congratulating any foreign Power seohing 
popular representation in the affairs of state, Englishmen say that parlia- 
mentary institutions in Egypt will bring about the ruin of that country. 

838. The Indsan Mirror questions England’s right to deny parliamentary 

institutions to the Egyptians, seeing that. they 
Parliamentary government for are not a subject people, but merely under the 
Egypt. goes Poop y 

: temporary protection of England. ‘‘ Nobody 
denies what England has done in Egypt or India, but that is no justification 
for refus'ng their people a legitimate share in the burdens and responsibilities 
of their own affairs.” 

Having acquired a free handin Egypt, England may refuse to quit the 
country now that it has flourished, but she cannot be allowed to perpetrate a 
great injustice from selfish motives. ‘‘Kngland can afford to dally in India 
for some time yet, but the situation in Egypt is quite different, and the 
consequences of any serious blunder there will be felt all over Britain’s 
Asiatic possessions.” 


The Egyptian demand. 


II.—Homer ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. . 

339. The Bengalee, writing of the looting of the Mogra Bazar by an 
Os Shans Wien tian organised gang of low-class Muhammadans, asks 

— “me if anything could be more inhuman than the 
indifference of the authorities to the fate of the Hindu chaukidar who is 
reported to be dying a martyr to duty, or if anything could be more 
outrageous than the conduct of the police officer Fazlur, who winked at, if 
he did not instigate, the assault on the chaukidar? A few more cases like this, 
and the impression will be confirmed in the minds of all Hindus that to 
suppress the partition, boycott, and swadesht agitation the authorities have hit 
upon the mephistophelian policy of inciting Muhammadans against Hindus. 

340. Commenting on the threatened Frankenstein in Tippera, the 

Amrita Bazar Pairtka finds that the authorities in 
Tienes tzentened Frankenstein in Kast Bengal have apparently lost their common- 

ppera. : 7 : ; ‘ ; 

| sense and are acting like “irresponsible imbeciles,”’ 
The Muhammadans have been set up to as the heads of the Hindus, but 
they now find that the Hindus can return the compliment. If these two 
communities were to combine and break the heads. of the police, it would 
benefit the a? and weaken the basis of the British Empire in India. 

341. The Amrita Bazar fPaitrika considers that Lord Curzon by 
ae seis partitioning Bengal and Sir B. Fuller and the 
a? officials by setting the Muhammadans against the 

Hindus have done immense service to the cause of progress, This was 
demonstrated at Comilla, where the Hindus displayed their ability to defend 
themselves when they found that no protection against the Muhammadan 
rowdies could be expected from the officials. | 

342. The Amrita Bazar Pairika finds that the grim tragedy of Comilla 

leas has been repeated at Mogra, and the authorities by 

- their own folly and negligence have taught the 

Hindus the art of self-defence. The account of this journal’s correspondent 

at Comilla shows that the scene has monet and the Muhammadans have been 

cowed down by the firm and determined attitude of the Hindus. There has 

also been a change in the attitude of the officials, due to the Viceroy intimating 

that he will not permit the local authorities to play ‘‘ ducks and drakes with 

the lives and properties of the people and the prestige and fair fame of 
British rule in India.” 

343. The Amrita Bazar Patrika compares the zeal displayed by the 

ons authorities in trying to find out the parties who 

: shot one of the Musalman rowdies at Comilla with 
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their apparent unconcern about the Hindu chaukidar who was murderously 
assaulted by the Musalmans in Maniandh village while in the performance of 
his duties. The first incident was brought about by the imbecility of the same 
authorities, who ought to be put on their trial instead of being permitted to 
harass respectable Hindus who are being sent to Aajué and not allowed to be 
released on bail. On the other hand, the chaukidar, being a Hindu, was 
allowed to lie at death’s door and little attempt has yet been made to detect 
the Musalmans who attacked him im broad daylight. If this policy is 
ersisted in, it will result either in the Hindus being trampled upon by the 
uhammadans, or in their taking the law into their own hands in self-defence. 


(b)——Working of the Courts. 


344. In discussing further the action of the District Magistrate in the 
Dacca deer-stealing case, the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
calls fora Government enquiry into the reason 
why such an important document as the report of the President of the Village 
Union was not in the file of the trying Magistrate. The report would have 
established the innocence of the accused, but they were not permitted to have 
a copy of it: Such abuse of authority on the part of District Magistrates 
renders the purity of the administration an impossibility. 
845. Harking back to the deer-stealing case, the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
ies asks why Mr. Allen, the District Magistrate 
- of Dacca, should identify himself with the case, 
and do his best to get the accused punished, Mr. Allen got the case 
transferred from Manickganj to Dacca and then from the file of the senior 
Musalman Deputy Magistrate to that of the Joint-Magistrate without being 


The deer-stealing case of Dacca. 


asked to do so by the complainant, and even engaged the Public Prosecutor to 


Amrita Basak 
PaTRIK4, 


28th March 1907, 


BENGALSE, 
29th March 1907, 


Hinpoo PatTRior, 


conduct the prosecution. The Government should call upon this officer to 
explain his conduct, _ , 


(e)}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. | 


346. The Amrita Bazar Pairika regrets to notice that while testifying to 

“Bieeiteiiin ts Mees the growth of public interest in Municipalities im 

unicipalities in Bengal. = Bengal, the Government is doing its best to stifle 

local self-government and officialize the Boards. This inconsistency 

displayed in many directions is undermining the foundations of the Enipire, 

lowering the prestige of Anglo-Indian officials, and invigorating the new spirit 

which has germinated inthe land. It is, however, sedition to honestly and 

sincerely warn the rulers of the effects of their action and attitude, and such a 

thankless task should therefore be left alone. ie 

847, Referring to the municipal re-assessment of the town of Howrah, 

sin ices Siciaia and the consequent increase of taxation, the 

o OWEAL ESPON: Bengalee points out that there was no justification 

for increasing the pay of the Secretary, Engineer, and Assistant Engineer. 

The proportion which the salaries of these officers bears to the income of the 
Municipality is much higher than that which the salaries of correspondi 

officers of the Calcutta Municipality bear to its income. All this trouble is 

due to the officialization of the Municipality. | 

348. ‘SA Rate-payer” writing to the Hindoo Patriot draws the attention 

po of the authorities to the state of affairs prevailing 

' in Howrah, where the illegal mode of assessment 

of holdings has resulted in protest meetings being held in every ward and all 

constitutional means adopted to obtain the intervention of Government. It is 

rumoured thet, in order to bring matters forcibly to the notice of Government, 


_ the rate-payers have decided not.to pay the municipal bills unless distraints. 
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are issued. The accomplishment of this threat will empty the municipal 

coffers and is likely to lead to a strike of sweepers, etc., if they do not 
receive their pay. : ali | 

349. A correspondent of the Indian Mirror complains of the flagrant 

neglect on the part of the Calcutta municipal 

employees in respect of the conservancy service 

of Ward VI. Night-soil, instead of being removed, 


y Gensceveney service in Ward 


ae 
a 
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is sometimes thrown into pits and drains, tothe great discomfort of people 


living in adjacent houses, and no supervision whatever is exercised over the 
work of the mehiars. : | 


(g)—Railways and Communications, including Canale and Irrigation, 


: ad 
350. In comparing the treatment received by native passengers on the  pgsuir isnato, 
. Yailways in Russian Turkistan and in India, the 0th Maren 1907 
PL i yegsy ‘tutision railwe, Behar Herald draws attention to a recent instance 
servants. in which an Indian passenger was assaulted and 
abused for attempting to travel in a_ first-class 
compartment on an Euxust Indian Railway up-train at Khusempur station on 
the 13th January last. The compartment was not reserved and contained less 
than the maximum number of passengers, but on the Indian entering it a 
European named 3S. Walkins, who is said to be a railway servant at Katihar, 
used criminal force and threw the Indian off the carriage, thus endangering 
his life, ‘I'o screen himself, Mr. Walkins then charged the Indian with forcibly 
entering a ladies’ compartment. The police sent him up for that, but finding 
that the story of the prosecution would not stand, the case was dropped. 


(h)— General. 


351. The Bengailee, in criticising the Budget speeches, writes of the _ Benorzer. 
ns Satins Matin Viceroy’s speech, that it gratefully appreciates 2th March 1907. 
The Budget debate. the temper of His Excellency’s concluding obser- 
vations. But it desires to tell Lord Minto, with all possible respect and 
emphasis, that no matter what the contemplated concessions may be, nothing 
will satisfy Bengal so long as the partition is not withdrawn or modified. It 
is a national grievance which colours the entire national outlook. 
352. Commenting on Lord Minto’s speech at the Budget debate, the tsp:ax Minnoz, 
| Indian Mirror is pleased to find that His Excellency 21st March 1907. 
Ibid. ° , a 
has recognized the just aspirations of the people 
and realizes the necessity for introducing reforms. These have already been 
initiated, and the people are anxiously looking forward to the re-constitution 
of the Legislative Councils and the separation of the judicial and executive 
functions. | 3 
353. Reverting tothe Budget debate, the Bengalee writes with special —pencazas, 
pare reference to Dr. Rash Behari Ghose’s observation 2nd April 1917, 
” that a new spirit has been born in the country which 
threatens to sweep aside the moderate party, that ‘* Moderates and Extremists 
are alike determined that India must have self-government or swaraj and 
must be the arbiter of her own destinies.” ; es 
Adverting to His Excellency’s assurance that the scheme submitted by his 
Government to the peng Pm State is fraught with great er bilities, the 
journal regrets that Lord Minto’s announcement: brings little conviction in 
view of Sir Harvey Adamson’s reply. to Mr. Gokhale that to talk of self- 
government now was as absurd and ridiculous as for a teacher to pretend that 
he would instruct his pupil in the differential calculus immediately after he 
had mastered the principles of simple addition. ce 
‘¢ These remarks give us some idea of what those recommendations are 
likely to be and how little they are possibly calculated to satisfy Indian 
aspirations. We do not wish to prejudge, but we are bound to observe that — 
if the Government entertains such a poor notion of our capabilities and 
aptitude, no scheme that can emanate from them can possibly be acceptable 
to us.” ie | 
854. Since the ‘* constituted ’’ authorities failed to discharge the. primary new invu, 
= _ functions of Government and permitted Comilla 30th March 1907. 
amt’ Politics of the Comilla to be made over to mob rule, it would have been 
Se erfectly couvstitutional, says New India, if the 
peome had put Mr. Lees and the District Superintendent under arrest and 
eld the government of the town in their hande until law and order were 
restored and better officials were appointed for the administration of the 
district, ‘The lessons of Comilla will, however, not be forgotten, and if a similar 
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occasion again arises anywhere, the journal hopes that the people will not 
shrink from asserting these principles in due and legitimate form. : 

355. Replying to Sir Harvey Adamson’s remarks that the “ District 
Magistrate who combined in his own person the 
Man cyoopener for the Home duties of thief-catcher, prosecutor, and judge did 

pe not exist in Ind® and had not existed for the past 
half-century,” the Bengalee supplies the Home Member with the facts of a 
case which occurred not even fifty days ago. Mr. Egerton, the District 
Magistrate of Darbhanga; was disturbed at 5-30 a.m. by the celebration of 
puja by one Jowhati Kahar, and the same day his orderly complained to the 
Sub-Inspector of the matter. In the course of the week a case was instituted 
ayvainst Jowhati under section 199, Indian Penal Code, and he was tried and 
convicted by the District Magistrate and fined Rs. 20, out: of which Rs, 5 were 
ordered to be paid to the orderly. | 

The conviction was qatibed by the High Court on the recommenda- 
tion of the Sessions Judge on the ground that the Magistrate was the real 
informant, and having taken cognisance virtually under section 190 (1) (c), 
Criminal Procedure Code, he was bound under section :91, Criminal Procedure 
Code, to inform the accused that he was entitled to have the case tried by 
another Court. 7 


The Bengalee regards this case as an eye-opener for Sir Harvey Adameon. 


856. In comparing the methods of the Supreme Legislative Council both 
before and after 1831,the Amrita Bagar Patrika 
finds that no actual improvement has been effected 

8 , by the introduction of representative members, 
as they cannot move an amendment, carry a proposition, orin the. slightest 
degree affect. the deliberations of the Council. The Budget debate thus 
proves to be a regular farce, and the wonder is that the intelligent Indian 
public encourage the existing state of affairs. 


_ Supreme Legislative Coun- 
cil. 


IV.—Natrve STAtes. 


857. The Amrita Bazar Patrike points out some undesirable features in 
connection with the trial at Satara of the Chief 
The trial of the Chief of Aundh. (4° Aundh for the attempted murder of the State 
Karbari, Mr. Jacob Bapuji, Asa Treaty Chief this Prince is entitled to be 
tried by a Commission, half the members of which should be composed of his 
brother Chiefs, and the seriousness of the charge should have led to the 
appointment on the Commission of a Chief Justice, or at least some High 
Court Judge. = — 
The Chief should also have been allowed full freedom of movement to 
repare his defence, instead of being kept in Bombay, while the Karbari has 
took allowed to remain at his post. | | 


VI.—MiscELLanrous. 


358. The Behari rejoices at the selection of Mr. Dip Naruin Singh to the 
di iin ihc presidential chair of the Provincial Conference, as 
(TING A PONIES SOMES Shows an increasing disposition on the part of 
the Bengalis to recognise the claims of the Biharis. ‘These two races are, as a 
matter of fact, united, but on certain questions, principally the separation of 
Bihar, the Biharis will not give-up their position under any circumstances, | 
359. The Amrita Bazar Patrika expresses the hope that the spirit which 
_. guided the promoters of the Barisal Conference will 
also be the keynote of those who have brought 
about the one at Berhampore. The people have fully realized the futility of 
making speeches, and whining, and leaders now understand that the liberty 
of the: subject is a myth and political agitation a farce, The regeneration 
of the country can be effected by the swadeshi movement, and the promoters 
of the forthcoming Conference should arrange to adopt the resolutions which 
were passed lately at the Comilla District Conference. Babu Baikantha - 


The Berhampore Conference. 
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Nath Sen, who has invited the Conference to Berhampur, should try his best to 
establish organisations at all the centres of action in his district to carry on the 
swadeshi propaganda. Practical freedom can be secured by “ taking up the 
education of the people in our own hands, by giving up litigation, and by 
eschewing foreign articles,” Besides these endeavours the Patrika ng rges the 
Conferenee to formally constitute a Central Committee to inaugurate, direct, 
supervise, and control political agitation in Bengal. | 

360. Bande Mataram yt to my ge ven delegates to the Provincial 
eee onference at Berhampur . the importance of their 
_ The Berhampore Conference. —_ task, for besides arranging for the eadtian of the 
National programme as laid down by the Congress, they have to devise means 
of mec Wbap Be hae new necessities in Bengal, ‘s.e., National Arbitration Courts, 
Organised Self-protection, and Prevention of famine by self-help. The second 
should be taken in hand immediately, as it is likely to be urgently needed in 
the near future, and in its absence the national movement will remain deficient 
in the first element of strength and its defencelessness will perpetually invite 
attack. Prevention of famine may be effected by first suspending grain export 
and then adopting permanent measures of a far-reaching kind. : | 

Arbitration Courts should ‘be established by the people themselives instead 
of their asking for it from an alien Government. which fattens upon the 
litigation that impoverishes the Indians. : | 

~ 861. New India urges the necessity for giving the Provincial Conference 
~~. a definite constitution this year, and contends that 
it must be built up from village committees. 
Subdivisional committees may, however, be accepted as the umt of organisa- 
tion till the public life of Indian villages is sufficiently advaneed for the-purpose. 
Besides this question, the present: session should consider the subjects of boycott 
and swadeshi, National education, and the organisation of volunteer corps in 
the districts and subdivisions, for the protection of the life and property of the 
people whenever and wherever these may be threatened, as recently happoned 
in Comilla, either by official lawlessness or by mob combinations, ‘The swadeshi 
and boycott should be made effective by establishing a national syndicate that 
shall improve the nation’s foreign trade by organising agencies in foreign 
countries, taking measures for playing off one foreign importer against another, 
starting national banks for supporting national trade, and doing everything 
necessary to control the trade of the country. — es | 
862. ‘Fhe Indian Mirror is of opinion that the “ Extremists” made a 
} nas display of silly childishness at. the Berhampur 
bona — _ €onference, They labour under a delusion, and 
must first learn to govern their temper and show themselves qualified for swaruy 
before asking to govern the country. _ on fee tx 

363. While disagreeing with some-of the assertions made by the President 

pas of the’ Bengal Provincial Conference, the Hsndoo 
3 a Patriot congratulates him on his able address, and 
considers that he has justified his election to the presidential chair. . He would, 
however, have done better, if instead of suggesting & compromise with Bihar 
in the matter of boycott, he had pointed out the absolute futility of the policy 
of using cott as a weapon to force the hands of the Government. Mr. Dip 
Narain Singh would have deserved well of the public at large if, as a 
responsible leader, he had followed the lead of the United Provinces and 
condemned boycott asa silly policy. if j 
364. The Bengalee characterises the allegations against the. Hindus made 
Nawab Selimulla’s bid for CY .@wab Salimulla of Dacca in a recent speech 
prosecution, s—(“<t~é‘ét~ ©6CO dhHhed Muhammadans, as not only false but 
| mischievous, and calculated to.set up.the Muham- 
madans against the Hindus and the Hindus against the Muhammeadans. _ 

If the Punjabee has been prosecuted for reve 3 up racial fecling, why 
should not the Nawab be similarly prosecuted? And this is the man whom 
the Government proposes to subsidize and “ we are called upon to admire the 
majestic impartiality of the British Government!” 

865. Bande Mataram likens the eff rts of the moderates to Mrs. 
Partington’s broom. The former are doomed to 
failure in spite of all endeavours to stem the 
advance of the ‘ Extremists,’ which resembles the tidal.rising,of the ocean. 
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Neither British persecution nor Morleyism will stop the progress of the new 
aa" The question of the day, which is being discussed at the Provincial 
onference and elsewhere throughout India, is ‘“‘shall my country be mine or 
another's? Shall I move towards freedom or shall I linger in servitude? 
Everywhere men are being divided into two classes, one in favour of swara/ 
who dare to believe in their nation and aspire to freedom, and those who are 
content with another’s raj and shrink from risk and sacrifice. The latter is 
the party of the past, while the former is the party of the future.” | 
366, Bande Matavam regards it as unfortunate that the light which guided 
the Mikado from the beginning of his reign and 


Popular government and Indian 


Princes. has dawned on the Khedive, the Shah of Persia, and 


: even the Dowager Empress of China, has not yet 
come to the Indian Princes. Instead of introducing a co-called ‘‘ model ” 
administration of the Anglo-Indian type into his State, the journal considers 
that an Indian Prince should associate his people with himself in the work 
of government, and, with their aid, organize, free and universal education and 
develop commerce and industry. There are difficulties owing to the fiction of 
internal independence granted to protected States, but if a renowned and 
popular Prince like the Gachier were to stubbornly insist on his treaty right 
to conduct his internal affairs as he pleased, the bureaucracy could not well 
prevent him. An able and active Prince might not like to share his power 
with his people, but he should realize the fact that it were better he did so 
than lose it entirely to the British Government, whose policy is to gradually 
absorb all the power in the land and then govern it, as at present, on a system 
of ‘‘ external excellence’”’ and “inner viciousness.” — 
367. The indifference on the part of the National Fund authorities to 
satisfy the public as to its proper management is 
strongly criticised by the Hindoo Patriot, which 
condemns the lack of interest displayed in such funds by the people. The 
leaders at the Berhampur Conference have raised another fund for the defence 
of the Comilla people, but the journal advises all sympathisers to be cautious 
when asked to subscribe. c. 
368. Bande Mataram regards the fresh disturbances in Tippera as an 
additional reason for organizing a League of 
: Mutual Defence throughout Bengal. To instil 
the idea of swaray in the minds of the masses, the educated classes must be 
prepared to afford the peasant and shopkeeper prompt “en and protection 
against attack, and thus lead to their being regarded as the natural protectors 
and leaders of the people. The journal especially appeals to young men 
(wherever 10 or 12 can gather) to lay the foundations for such an organization 
by forming institutions, however small and-unpretentious, for the training of 
the body, discipline, and the habit of physical courage and activity. Local 
leagues should be formed, and preachers and organizers sent out to establish 
such institutions in neighbouring places. Non-members should be denounced 
as deficient in manhood, patriotism, and duty as citizens, and while older heads 
may give ideas and advice, it must rest with the young to lead in action in 
these days of revolution, “ for on their foreheads 1s the light of the new dawn 
and theirs are the million arms of the awakened mother.” This work is 
pressing and urgent, for without it neither swadeshs nor boycott can endure. 
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